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I. PREAMBLE
§ 1 The Society of Oriental Liturgy (Societas Orientalium Liturgiarum, SOL), founded in
2005, is an international scholarly association for the study of Eastern Christian worship
and related fields. Its members are university professors and other scholars, as well as doctoral candidates from around the world. The Honorary President of the Society is its founder, Robert Taft, S.J., Professor Emeritus of Eastern Liturgy at the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome.

II. GENERAL NORMS
§2 The Society fosters the study of Eastern Christian liturgy in all its aspects and phases (origins, history, current practice, theology, spirituality…), including allied disciplines (hymnography and musicology, architecture, archeology, iconography, other arts…), and its
multiple methodologies (philology, textual analysis, comparative liturgiology, historiography, philosophy, practical and pastoral theology, social sciences, gender studies, ritual
studies…).
§3 Though respectful of all churches, confessions, and religious traditions, SOL is a nonconfessional academic society with no specific denominational affiliation, and seeks to assure an ecumenical, academic and religious atmosphere in all its meetings and activities.
Hence, the Society shall not tolerate polemics grounded in so-called ‘culture wars’ nor religious prejudice and bigotry.
III. MEMBERSHIP
§4 Membership in the Society and participation in its meetings is open only to those with a
doctoral degree in theology or liturgical studies – or allied disciplines – who have demonstrated a special interest in Eastern Christian liturgies. Membership is also open to doctoral
degree candidates in those fields.
§5 At the discretion of the congress organizers, guests or auditors may be admitted. Nonetheless, SOL congresses are not open to those who, devoid of the requisite academic competence, may be interested in Eastern liturgies as a ‘hobby’ or for pastoral reasons and personal spiritual enrichment, laudable as such motives may be.
§6 Anyone who qualifies for membership according to the Society’s requirements and wishes
to become a member, may contact SOL by e-mail at soliturgiarum@yahoo.com, indicating
their qualifications, and attaching a professional CV and bibliography. The board will then
consider the applicant’s request. He/she becomes a member, (1) upon receipt of a letter of
admission from the board, and (2) after having paid membership dues, which shall have
been confirmed by e-mail from SOL’s treasurer to the other members of the board.
§7 Membership status is renewed annually. The deadline for payment of membership dues is
the day of registration at the biannual congress, and the end of August during years when
no congress is held.
§8 The annual dues are €25 or $35, which must be transferred to the Euro account or the Dollar account (end of August at the latest), or paid in cash at the congress registration.
§9 Membership terminates (1) by the decision of a member, confirming termination in an email to the executive board; (2) by not paying the membership dues for two years without
any notice; (3) by violating the norms of this charter, especially § 3, or (4) by the death of a
member.
§10 Members who have not paid their dues, and thus ipso facto have forfeited their membership, can renew it by paying the dues for the current year plus two previous years (i.e. currently €75 / $105).

IV. GOVERNANCE
§11 The Society is governed by an Executive Board that includes a (1) President, (2) VicePresident, (3) Past-President, (4) Euro treasurer, (5) US Dollar treasurer, and (6) Secretary.
§12 Members of the executive board are elected for a two-year term by the SOL members at
the biannual international congress.
§13 In order to be elected to the board, one must be (1) an active member of the Society, (2)
be present at the congress, (3) be nominated by at least two other members, and (4) accept
their nomination. In order to ensure renewal but also continuity, anyone elected president
serves first as vice-president for two years, then as president for another two years, and finally as past-president for a final two years.
§14 The quorum for plenary decision making is the absolute majority of the membership
(fifty percent of the membership plus one). A qualified majority for taking decisions is
two-thirds of the votes in the first round. If the first round vote is unsuccessful, a second
round vote takes place, in which case an absolute majority of votes suffices for a decision.
V. FINANCING
§15 The Society derives its funding from membership dues and individual sponsors.
§16 Because the Society is an entirely voluntary organization, as a rule, all congress participants, including the plenary speakers, must cover their own travel and congress expenses.
However, for those with low incomes or from low-income countries who cannot afford to
pay for their travel, the Society offers the possibility of applying for travel grants. Only active members can apply for such grants. All applications are subject to board approval.
Board members and their relatives cannot apply for a travel grant.
§17 Individuals in executive positions within the Society (board members and proceedings
editors) do not receive payment for their services, as these are volunteer positions.
§18 Because of the expenses of mailing by post, all communications of the Society are sent
electronically, via e-mail, for which purpose the official SOL e-mail address has been set
up. Prospective members who do not yet have an e-mail address must acquire one.
VI. CONGRESSES
§19 The biannual congresses are organized according to established academic convention
with a selection of recognized scholars in the field being invited to make major presentations during plenary sessions, while also allowing all participants the opportunity to offer
communications and seminars in simultaneous sessions.
§20 Although the congresses do not have a predetermined theme to which plenary papers and
communications must conform, it is important that the major speakers in particular, seek to
faire le point as they speak in the area of their specialization within the broader field, giving their views on the woher/wohin – that is, where scholarship has been and where it
should be heading, as well as its successes and failures, etc.

§21 By a communication is meant a paper to be presented to those attending that session. By a
seminar is meant a less formal category of presentation, in which the one offering the
seminar will present, for example, a report on work-in-progress, discuss a problem, show a
film, video, or slides of some new artistic or architectural project, etc.
§22 Minimal congress participation is at least twenty-five (25) dues-paid and registered participants.
§23 Congresses are organized and held on as small a budget as possible. This means holding
meetings in academic and/or religious institutions where the costs of room and board can
be kept within modest financial bounds.
§24 Future congress venues can be proposed by an active member only. He/she must be residing in the proposed country and/or institution. The proposal must already contain basic details and facts at the time when it is made. It must first be accepted by the executive board.
Subsequently, all the members present shall vote. After acceptance, progress regarding the
organization of the congress must be communicated to the board on a regular basis.
§25 Everyone, including the congress organizers and invited major speakers, must use the
Society’s registration form to register for the congress and forward it with the specified
registration and housing fees. These must be received before the registration shall be
deemed completed and housing reserved. Late registrants (date to be indicated separately
at each congress) shall pay the penalty of a higher registration fee. This modest fee is used
to cover occasional expenses of the congress (paper, programs, photocopying, banking
fees, etc.).
§26 Participants, including major speakers, who will be accompanied by family members or
others must arrange for their own housing themselves. However, spouses or other family
members accompanying SOL participants can pay for the entire meal plan and take their
meals with the other participants. If so, their meal plan should be indicated and paid for on
the registration form.
§27 There are no predetermined congress languages, but the Society follows what seems to be
the usual custom at international congresses: major papers by invited speakers, communications, as well as the seminars shall be in the major international scholarly languages in
our field, preferably English, French, German, and Italian. Speakers are required to present
a text (without the footnotes if they so desire, to protect their research) so that those not
fluent in the respective language can follow the presentation.
§28 All major speakers should e-mail to SOL their definitive title, in the language in which
their paper will be delivered, by the date indicated for each occasion separately. They
should also indicate whatever audio-visual equipment they will need for their presentation.
No later than two weeks prior to the beginning of the congress, they must forward a copy
of the text of their lecture as it is to be delivered; this should be sent electronically in an attachment to the SOL e-mail address. If they so desire, they may omit from this copy the
footnotes, in order to protect their research. In addition to their plenary paper, the keynote
speakers may also offer a communication or seminar on a topic of their choice.
§29 Definitive communication and/or seminar titles must be e-mailed to the Society’s secretary by the particular date indicated for each occasion separately. It shall be indicated
clearly whether it is intended for a communication or seminar session. The speakers should
also indicate whatever audio-visual equipment they will need for their presentation.
§30 Communications and seminars will be held in simultaneous sessions of one hour in
length. This is intended to leave ample time for discussion, so presenters should speak no

longer than 30-40 minutes. Ideally, they should bring with them to the congress enough
copies of their text, to distribute to those they expect to participate in their communication/seminar session.
VII. PROCEEDINGS
§31 The executive board is responsible for the negotiations with an international scholarly
publishing house, or peer-reviewed journal with a view to publishing the plenary papers
and communications.
§32 Major speakers are expected to publish their lectures in the congress volume; only extraordinary circumstances may exempt these speakers from this obligation. If any plenary
speaker is unwilling to accept this requirement, the congress organizers will choose another keynote speaker.
§33 All other congress speakers are encouraged to publish their papers in the official collection. If three-quarters of those delivering communications and seminars decide either not to
publish or to publish on their own, a representative congress volume becomes impossible.
Consequently, it is crucial that the speakers inform the editorial team of their plans as early
as possible in order to prevent uncertainty as to whether or not there is enough material for
a suitable volume. Once presenters have been notified about the publication guidelines,
they should immediately inform the editors if they plan to publish elsewhere or do not wish
to publish at all.
§34 Texts will be published in the languages used at the congress, preferably English, French,
German, and Italian. The authors are responsible for conforming their papers to the guidelines demanded by the editorial team and the publishing house.
VIII. DISSOLUTION
§35 Due to unavoidable political or other circumstances, the Society can be dissolved if this is
ratified by the free vote of two thirds of the entire active membership. In that case, any financial assets are divided among the entire active membership.

